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Parents:  I can not emphasize enough the importance of the team that we are forming this year! The team consists of your child, you and me.  This team does not work if all members are not working together.  Please start the year off by reading the entire syllabus as to become familiar with the tools accessible to your child so that she/he can succeed!
Course Outline:

There are three main branches of science, Physical, Life and Earth Science.  We will be taking an integrated approach to studying science, which means we will be studying parts of each branch.  The following is a rough outline of the topics we will be studying.

	Earth and Space Sciences: Properties and formation of soil, soil horizons. 

 Physical Science: Properties and changes in matter can be explained by the properties and movement of atoms and molecules (formerly in 7th and 9th grades). 

 Physical Science: Energy can be classified as kinetic or potential (formerly in 7th grade). 

 Physical Science: Motion is described by speed and direction (formerly in 8th grade). 


	Earth and Space Sciences: Properties of minerals, mineral formation and identification. Characteristics of rocks, rock formation and identification. 

 Life Science: Modern Cell Theory, cell functions, specialized cells, plant and animal cells, cell structures. 

 Life Science: Cellular reproduction, conceptual mitosis (further coverage in 8th grade). 

 Life Science: Structure of organism, organization of living things and survival. 

 Physical Science: Equal volumes of different substances usually have different masses. 




Lab Notebook:


Each student will keep a composition notebook (100 sheets, 200 pages of paper) for Science class.  The notebook will be set up and maintained throughout the year.  Requirements will be placed into the notebook the first week of school.  Students should review notes and information placed into notebook each night. Students need dividers with tabs for this binder. This will be the students’ resource for this class.  

Grading:

Each trimester there will be on average between 10-15 grades.  Your grade will be determined through the following assessments:

· Formal lab reports (20 %)

· Tests (extended response, multiple choice, and performance based questions), Projects/Extensions (40%)

· Bell work/Weekly Work (10%)
· Weekly work (10%)
· Quizzes (20%)

Assignments will be graded on content knowledge, participation, and use of science process skills and specific rubric criteria.  Grades are determined on a point system.  Because many assignments’ purpose is for practice those assignments will not appear as a grade but will be reflected in the final assessment of that objective.

Homework:

Homework will consist of studying vocabulary, reviewing concepts covered in class, finishing labs or activities that were not completed in class and reinforcement activities.  Each quarter students will be engaged in a cumulative project that will take outside time to complete.  Information and check points will be outlined on Progress book as well as in the student’s organizers.  Enrichment activities will be handed out for students to work on in class and to complete at home.  Always check student’s organizers or Progress book weekly for information about homework.

Extra credit is always available to every student who desires to set higher academic goals for him or her self.  Extra credit will not take the place of zeros for missing assignments; therefore students should not rely on extra credit to do so. Extra credit is doing additional extensions.

Behavior Expectations:

Learning science is often hands-on.  Safety is always a concern.  Students who are unable to comply with the behavior expectations will not be permitted to participate in hands-on activities and will be required to complete an alternative assignment.  Be sure to read and understand student behavior expectations for Science class.

Student Behavior Expectations:

1. Students will be on time and prepared for class with writing utensil, lab notebook, and all assignments.  Responsibility
2. Students will be respectful toward each other and teachers.  Bullying will not be tolerated.  Respect
3. Students will raise their hand for permission to speak and participate in all assigned activities with no disruptions.  Active Participation
4. Students will follow all other school rules.  (Review dress code and the school’s no gum policy located in the student organizer.)

Consequences:

If an expectation is broken the following steps are taken to correct the behavior.

Step1:  Warning, written or verbal

Step2:  Check in planner
Step3:  Phone home and after school detention

Step4:  Phone home and 2 after school detentions

Step5:  Office referral/ Friday School

Communication:

Students will record assignments in their organizer daily.  Students will also record some very important information that you will need to review and sign.  Among this information will be the student’s current grade in science, any missing assignments he or she may have, upcoming due dates, behavior concerns and teacher comments.  This will keep you informed of your child’s progress and will give the student an opportunity to be responsible for his or her success. It will also provide us an avenue for open communication.  Check your child’s organizer and Progress book on the first day of the week and discuss with your child any concerns such as a missing assignment or low score.  This is a valuable tool for you, the student and me as the teacher to help in the success of your child.
I will send home a weekly newsletter letting you know of homework, quizzes, and test.  Please make sure you put your email address on the signature page.  If you do not have an email please acknowledge that on the signature page.  I will run a hard copy for you.  You will need to sign the letter and have your child return the letter home so that I know you are receiving the newsletter!

I am trying something new this year.  It is called Class Dojo.  It will allow me to interactive tract your child’s behavior.  I will send an email about your child’s behavior in class weekly!  The class dojo and the newsletter will begin hopefully the second-third week of school!
In the event of an absence, students must check the absent file located by the door and my website for missed work.  Labs missed will need to be made on lab make-up day, which will be provided before each test.  If a student is absent on the day of a test they should be prepared to take the test upon returning to school.  Long term assignments and projects are due upon returning to school. These are due on the day of the return due to the fact that all tests and projects the students are notified at least three weeks prior!!!  Students will be given a study guide before each test.  We will review as a class the day before a test.  Unit plans, project rubrics and other important information will be posted on Progress book along with current grades updated each week.  Parents can e-mail questions or concerns to j_jeffcott@westcler.org  
Website: I have a class website.  This website will have any assignment that I have digitally, available to print in case of absences.  I also have power points and smart board presentations from class so that if your child is absent he/she may go over what we did while they were ill.  This is a great place to go when studying for tests! I also have all of the extensions posted and a blog for communication after we leave the school day! Please check the site out with your child at www.jeffcott.weebly.com 

I have read the syllabus and visited the website for science with my child. 

Please do not just sign this if you have not really read the syllabus!!!

_________________________________________ Parent/Guardian Signature (I have read the syllabus and checked the website with my child)
_________________________________________Student Signature ( I have read the syllabus and visited the website!)
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